
The Solar System
A tour through our Solar System – NASA 
This 15-minute film describes each planet in order, starting with Mercury. It includes many 
facts and stunning images about each planet and their moons.

The Orrery at Jodrell Bank – YouTube 
This one-minute film shows the movement of the orrery at Jodrell Bank with close-up shots 
of the mechanism.

Solar System – YouTube 
A two-minute video showing how the planets orbit the Sun and the speed of their orbit. 
Ideal for demonstrating how the lengths of years are different on each planet.

Earth and Moon viewer – Fourmilab 
See the Earth or Moon from space in real-time! Great for identifying geographical features 
on the Earth or the Moon.  

The work of Sir Isaac Newton
Discovering the work of Sir Isaac Newton – BBC Bitesize 
Dick and Dom explain Sir Isaac Newton’s theory of gravity in seven minutes! They explore 
G-force through various activities including a wall of death ride.

Beyond the Big Bang: Sir Isaac Newton’s laws of gravity – History.com 
An excellent, five-minute film detailing Newton’s law of gravity and his life. At 3:54 minutes 
the film states, ‘So far as we know, he died a virgin’. If necessary, you can stop the film before 
this point.
Please ensure you have Flash installed before using this video.

The work of Galileo Galilei
Galileo Galilei – History.com 
A four-minute video that describes Galileo Galilei’s belief that the Sun was at the centre of 
the universe. It also describes how his theories threatened the Catholic Church and led to his 
eventual house arrest.
Please ensure you have Flash installed before using this video.
Galileo Galilei – BBC Science 
A short film about Galileo’s discovery of sunspots. It includes his original drawings.
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=evWeRHMwSu0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ld8MjmCSW4g
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=z8aBZZnv6y8
https://www.fourmilab.ch/earthview/
www.bbc.co.uk/education/clips/zhmqxnb
http://www.history.com/topics/enlightenment/videos/beyond-the-big-bang-sir-isaac-newtons-law-of-gravity
https://www.history.com/topics/galileo-galilei
www.bbc.co.uk/science/space/solarsystem/scientists/galileo_galilei#p005xh8k


Living and working in space
A Day in the Life: Aboard the International Space Station – NASA 
A set of six different clips that show the effect of zero gravity on everyday life aboard the 
International Space Station.

Space Oddity recorded by Chris Hadfield – YouTube 
A version of David Bowie’s song Space Oddity recorded by Commander Chris Hadfield on 
board the International Space Station.

Weightlessness in space – BBC Bitesize 
Helen Sharman, who was the first British person in space, describes her experience of zero 
gravity during her 1991 visit to the Mir space station.

The Moon
Earth’s Moon: Gallery – NASA 
Many pictures of all things Moon-related. There are moon landing images as well as pictures 
of the Moon’s surface and the phases of the Moon.

Apollo 11 – First Moon Landing – YouTube 
A five-minute montage of the Apollo 11 mission to the Moon, including footage of the 
journey and landing.

The Moon – BBC Bitesize 
A simple explanation of the structure and orbit of the Moon for KS2 children, with clips of 
the first Moon landing.

We choose to go to the Moon – original speech – YouTube 
A two-minute section of President Kennedy’s 1962 speech at Rice University describing the 
proposed mission to the Moon.

We choose to go to the Moon – speech with visual clips – YouTube 
Highlights of Kennedy’s 1962 speech at Rice University with visual clips to emphasise the 
meaning of the speech.

Moon moving in real time closeup HD – You Tube 
A short video clip showing the movement of the Moon. 

Moon Rise Time Lapse 1300 mm – You Tube 
A one-minute, time lapse video of the Moon rising

Moon at night (in time lapse photography) – You Tube 
A short, atmospheric film showing the Moon on a cloudy night. 
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www.nasa.gov/audience/forstudents/dayinthelife/#.VHb20zGsVqL
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KaOC9danxNo
http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/clips/zgx2tfr
https://solarsystem.nasa.gov/moons/earths-moon/galleries/?page=0&per_page=25&order=created_at+desc&search=&condition_1=1%3Ais_in_resource_list&category=51&tags=earth's+moon&href_query_params=category%3Dmoons_earths-moon&button_class=big_more_button
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oDtWnCSsBSQ
www.bbc.co.uk/education/clips/zvw8q6f
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kwFvJog2dMw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kJqSdE1fZjE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=R1Tf2wUJEXA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bAoPtKMogeY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=v8uV31q1-GM


The Goldilocks planet
Planet Earth – BBC Bitesize 
A very short clip explaining why the Earth is known as the Goldilocks planet.

Maps of the Solar System
Exploring Our Solar System: Planets and Space for Kids – YouTube 
A 12-minute video showing an in depth introduction to each of the planets in the Solar 
System. 

Star Size Comparison – YouTube 
Animation that helps children understand the size of different planets and stars.

What is the Solar System? – BBC Bitesize 
A short BBC animation that shows the order of the planets.

What are the Rocky Planets? – BBC Bitesize 
A short BBC animation that looks into the four terrestrial (rocky) planets.

What are the Gas Planets? – BBC Bitesize 
A short BBC animation that looks into the four gas planets.
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http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/clips/zx62tfr
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Qd6nLM2QlWw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HEheh1BH34Q
https://www.bbc.com/bitesize/articles/ztsqj6f
https://www.bbc.com/bitesize/articles/ztsdj6f
https://www.bbc.com/bitesize/articles/zqrvbk7

